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Dear Urban Scrawl, 


Andy and I have been good friends for longer than most of your 
readers have been on this earth plane, but I’m happy to say we 
haven’t let this get in the way of our holding often contrasting 
Ceven diametrically opposed!) views ona lot of things. That’s 
healthy for us--- and for US students! No one, Cnot even I!) 
has access to the whole truth, but with Andy and me _ around, 
you’re almost certain to get two sides of a story. The rest is 
up to you. In that spirit, here are my reflections on 
Andy ’s contribution to your last issue. 


Andy, truestoc-form, -is critical:of all but one way of being a 
planner--- that of "Keeping the worst from happening." 
Such a role, either as advocate or activist planner, can be 
really worthwhile, but it doesn’t cover the whole spectrum of 
our responsibilities --- nothing like! As any URBS Store 
student of mine will tell you, there are fourteen other ways of 
being a planner, with well-kKnown, respected planners of each 
persuasion to prove it, CUdy, 1987). 


I. submit that all sixteen ways of being a planner are both 
legitimate and valuable. Moreover, it is imperative, in my 
view, that all types of planner work together toward improving 
the profession. This will only happen if we respect--- and 
LISTEN to each other. CAnd where better than in university to 
get the habit?) We must fight the natural tendency to 
consider only opinions that make no difference to the views we 
now hold. That ’s mental masturbation! No challenge. fa? 
leads to nothing better than dogmatic thinking. The 
intellectual death force. So listent You may learn something! 
This is what the cultural historian, William Irwin Thompson, 
means when he says that "our enemy completes...us more 
profoundly than...our groupies," (Thompson, 1971: 86). 


Naturally there are tensions between planners of different per- 
suasions, but that shouldn’t mean that we dismiss, as 
contemptible subversives, all who do not follow our own party 
line. Granted all planning roles can be used by the 
unscrupulous for narrow and selfish ends. Nothing new about 
that ! Even advocate and activist planners are _ susceptible. 
Peattie (1968) points this out, and I can personally attest to 
var Csee Udy, 1976). But it is wrong to concentrate on the 
occasional bad apple. Whatever our predilection, most of us are 
attracted to planning because we want to work toward the common 
good. In order to achieve this, far from narrowing our 
horizons, we should be thinking in terms of broadening them. We 
should seek to become, like Hans Blumenfeld, adept and flexible 
enough to be whatever Kind of Reformer, Systemizer, 
Administrator or Synthesizer is appropriate to resolve a 
particular planning problem, and be ready to change to another 


role as the need arises. 2 2 » 
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In a young and growing profession like planning, there’s a 
definite need for free and continuous exchange of ideas and 
opinion. Fortunately, CAndy’s prejudices notwithstanding!), our 
professional associations are open, democratic institutions, and 


not ‘monolithic dictatorships, intent 


stamping out all 


opposition. The Canadian Institute of Planners both encourages 
and disseminates views which are not necessarily reflections of 


those held by the C.I.P. executive. 


would cancel my 


membership if it were not so.) As proof positive of this, not 
only Jill Grant’s article, Cwhich Andy seems to approve of), 
but the whole December, 1986 issue of PLAN CANADA, is 
devoted to innovative--- even heretical--- approaches. Every 
URBS student should read it from cover to cover. And if anyone 
is inspired to care enough, why not join cC.I.P., and make your 
voice heard in challenging--- and changing its policies? 


You’1ll be doing us all a great favour. 
DO something! 


Don’t just “complain--- 
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“That's Urban Studies starring..-- 
ANDY "UDY, 
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NO! NEVERL! -- BUT 


SOMETIMES WE FORGET, 
AND ACTUALLY LISTEN. 
TO EACH OTHER !!1 
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In short, if planning is to continue into the twenty-first 
century, to become the viable force it should be in human 
affairs, we have to start pulling together. Ours is not the 
black and white world of a John Wayne or Rambo movie, where the 
"good guys" are in deadly combat with the "the forces of 
eval. ' It’s all shades of grey. We must learn to "love" 
Cinteract positively with) our "enemies" Cthose with a 
different point of view), for, as Thompson puts it, "what 
most regard as a Christian platitude is in reality, a rather 
sophisticated attempt to reverse the tragedy .of conflict," 
CThompson, OPEL). Nor is this exclusively a Christian 
concept. The Talmudic response to the question: "Who is’ the 
wise man?" is "He who listens to everyone." 


Peace! 


John Udy 
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“Look — civilization!” 


UPCOMING USSA ACTIVITIES 


BURLINGTON TRIP: 


On Friday, March 4, there will be a one day field trip 
to Burlington, Vermont. With the help from professors from the 
Historic Preservation Program at the University of Vermont, we 
will visit sites in Burlington where urban issues are interes- 
ting and relevant to our learning as students. 


The schedule for the day will include a lecture, a walk- 
ing tour, of the historic district,—a visit to their harbour- 
front, a gathering with the Canadian Studies Department at 
U of V., and perhaps more. 


The transportation there is free. We will rent one or 
two vans, depending on the number of students. There is room 
for approximately 25 students. There is a sign-up sheet on the 
USSA office door. The deadline for registering is Friday, 

Reb. 19, 


Departure time from Concordia: 8 a.m... Arrival back at 
Concordia: 9 p.m.. We will have lunch and dinner in Burlington. 
Bring enough money for both meals. 


Your are recommended to bring along proper identification 
and your birth certificate (it makes it easier and quicker to 
cross the border). 


This field trip promises to be very interesting. Sign up 
soon. If you require any additional information, contact Michel 
Desrochers at 937-5138 or 848-7416. 


LEAP-YEAR PARTY: 


On Thursday, February 18, we will celebrate 1988 by having 
a leap-year party at the ANNEX (1445 Bishop Street). Entrance 
is free. Beer is $1,50 and shots are $2,00. The party starts 
ate S. p.m... 


NOOSPHERE: 


This is the suggested name for this year's Yearbook/ 
Newsletter. Doug Raphael (845-1230) is the coordinator and is 
searching for articles from students and profs. Deadline is 


Reb. 182 


T=-SHIRTS 


For those who are interested in buying an Urban Studies 
T-shirt, well here is some information about them. The price 
will depend on how many T-shirts we will order, for exemple: 
If we order 20 T-shirts, they will cost $7.20 each, if we get 

50 orders,they will cost $5.71 each, if the oder is 80 T-shirts, 
they will cost $5.60 each, and so on... We will pass from class to 
class to take your oders and there will be a sign up sheet on the 
door of the USSA office at|the 2020 Mackay, the P annex, the P-106. 


Order your Urban Studies T-shirt now because they willbe in 
the latest fashion next spring. This offer is limited. 


This is the winning logo voted by you at the Christmas 
party. 
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URBAN STUDIES 
CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 


Sood DAY 


After many days of preparation, after endless hours on 
deciding where we would go, after long hours of waiting for 
people to sign up...... 


And then, there were two. For the rest of you who were 
too busy, too broke, too lazy or just too unmotivated, well you 
missed one hell of a day to do some great skiing. The weather 
was almost perfect, the sun was at the rendez-vous, the snow 
was kind of hard, and the slopes were ours .... almost ours since 
we had to share them with just a few other skiers. 


Since there were just the two of us, Fred Brierley decided 
to show me a few pointers. One of them was how to descend a slope 
of ice on your butt, with your skis and poles flapping in the air. 
When I tried this technique, I soon found out that I lacked this 
special ability. But between the whipeouts and the falls, we did 
manage to do some skiing. We did have a lot of fun and we may 
have another ski day one day if there is still some snow left! 


Jean-Mare Laverdure 
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a URBAKNIGHTS 


LOYOLA — Urban Studies fifteen man intramural hockey team, 
the Urbaknights, are back in action this semester after spending 
the X-mas break individually and collectively doing God knows what. 


The team is 6 and 5 for the season (2 and 1 for the winter 
semester) with four more games to go in the regular schedule. 


While possessing many talented players, the only slighty 
better than .500 record can be attributed to conflicting academic 
studies which often keep players away and, since the middle of 
December, to injuries. Jean-Marc Laverdure is out with a hairline 
fracture of the right thumb. Ted Macias missed a couple of games 
with a case of stomach flu. Claude Mallet is out with a shoulder 
injury. 


Fan attendance (ours) usually hovers around one: Christine 
Holland. No doubt this has to do with the usually late hour of 
the games. However, earlier games have seen crowds of three and 
five people in the stands; with a season record of seven for the 
first perios of the Feb. 1 game against Men Without Skates (boy, 
is that name misleading!). The team hopes that attendance will 
pick-up as it goes into the stretch, with cheers and the "wave" 
being regular occurances at the games. By the way, during one 
game in December, Chris Holland's attempts to keep warm were 
mistaken for a "wave". It was awesome from ice level. One can 
only imagine what more people can do. 


Anyone interested in cheering on the Urbaknights may want 
to note the following dates: 


- Monday, February 8, 11:00 vs Nunads 

- Monday, February 15, 11:00 vs Uncivilized 

= Tuesday,,.Manch: 1, 1000. vs, TKE** 

- Thursday, March 24, 9:20 vs Men without Skates 
(times are all p.m.) 


** recommended for euphoria 


Hope to see you in the stands! 


John Godfrey 


For those who still want to be part of the URBAN VOLLEYBALL CLUB, 


there is still place on our team for you. We are playing on Monday nights 


at the Loyola Sport Center at 8pm. See you there! y 
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SOCIAL PLANNING HAS 
BEEN A DISASTER. THANK GOD 


WE STILL HAVE ZONING 
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Le Groupe Teknika 


Sherbrooke, January 25, 1988 


Dr. A. Melamed 

Coordinator 

Department of Urban Studies 
CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 

2145 MacKay Street, Room X-204 
Montreal (Québec) 

H3G 1M8 


Dear Doctor, 


Our firm is presently looking for a town planner, and we would like you to circulate our 
offer of employment through your department. 


Our firm, composed of 250 employees which is mainly working in the areas of 
engineering, urban planning, surveying and environment, is one of the most 
important multidisciplinary firm of the South of Quebec. 


The eligible candidate should have, at least, completed a bachelor degree in urban 
planning. As employee of our firm, he will participate to the elaboration of files of 
different municipalities in urban planning area, and will meet with the clients. 


We would prefer an anglophone candidate. The main place of work is located in 
Sherbrooke, however the position requires much travelling, so a car is necessary. 


We would appreciate receiving résumés of some potential candidates. We will select 
them and they will be contacted for an interview at our office located in Montreal. The 
résumés should be directly forwarded to the following address: 


Service de gestion des ressources humaines 
LE GROUPE TEKNIKA 
150, rue Vimy Nord 
Sherbrooke (Québec) 
J1J 3M7 


We thank you for your precious cooperation, and we remain available for any 
supplementary information. 


Beane 


4 


Yours truly, 


Mario Lebeau 
Geographer and town planner 
Registered administrator 


Sherbrooke 

150, rue Vimy Nord 
Sherbrooke (Québec) 
J1J 3M7 

(819) 562-3876 


Granby Montréal 

160, rue Cowie PLACE DU CANADA 

C. P. 96 Bureau 370 

Granby (Québec) 1010, rue de La Gauchetiére ouest 
J2G 8E2 Montréal (Québec) 

(514) 378-3322 H3B 2N2 


(514) 878-2763 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Wednesday, Feb. 10, 4 p.m. 


Lecture: Ralph Nader 

Topic: "Toxic cloud and incinerators" 
Where: H-110 

Admission: $1.00 


Monday, Feb. 15, 10h00-13h00 and also 17h30-20h30: 


Lecture: Anthony Sutcliffe 
Topic: "Garden Cities and new British towns" 
Where: UQAM, Pavillon les Atriums 

870 boul. De Maisonneuve Est 

room 3180 


Monday, Feb. 15, 1 p.m. 


Lecture: Alan Mabin 
Topic: "Apartheid and struggle for the eiey" 
Where: H-635-2 


Lasl semester, we had the Hydro-Quéebec lectures. This semester 
architecture fans will be delighted to know that ALCAN is launching its 
10 lecture series. These conferences started on February 2nd 1988 and 
will be held in McGill University’s H. Noel Fieldhouse Auditorium (Stephen 
Leecock Building) until April Sth. The lectures start at 6pm, here's the 
list: 
February 9th--Robert Jan Van Pelt--Architectural Typology 
and Human Consciousness 
February |6th--Jacqueline Robertson--The Search for a 
North American Urbanism 
February 23rd--Laurie Olin--Designing the Urban Landscape 
March |st--Bernard Tschumi--Disjonctions 
March 8th--Vladimir Slapeta--on his work 
March |Sth--Zaha Hadid--Towards a New Modernity 
March 22nd--Andrea Branzi--Design Post-industriel 
March 29th--Roland Castro--Le Grand Paris 
April sth-James Steward Polshek-Context & Responsability 
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Urban Tek cont ned 


_ Even Mr. Smog was nervous. His Vulcan sweat glands were 
working overtime, much to the chagrin of his compatriots. Even 
calculating Verg's leveraged buyout profit coefficient to 87,000 
decimal places did nothing to ease his mind. But as he glanced 
around the room, his gaze suddenly fell on Captain Kurb, and the 
look he saw in his captain's eyes sparked an uncharacteristic, 
but impeccably logical rush of optimism. The last time he had 
seen that look, Kurb had proceeded to handily seduce the entire 
population of the city Denubia on the planet Lingerie. 


"I know that look, Captain", Smog began. "What do you 
have in mind?" 

"Just leave the Monad spokesperson to me", Kurb said with 
a lascivious grin, his eyes transfixed by the voluminous text 
which the former had left on the podium. McCoy's face lit up 
with understanding as he also noticed the well-worn copy of 
'Teen Beat' protruding from between the volume's pages. 

"Tt just may work", McCoy whispered knowingly, realizing 
that Kurb had uncovered their captor's weakness. 


Kurb strutted toward the Monad leader. "Baby, this is 
big, this is really big, but you're going about it all wrong. 
Where's the glitter? Where's the glitz? Do you want to end 
up on public television, or what? We're behind you all the way. 
You leave this one to me and your name will be on the lips of 
every galactic citizen from here to Valahoovia. 


The Monad's eyes lit up like a Digellian firefly in heat, 
and Kurb knew he'd struck the right chord. The Monad struggled 
to retain his composure, but Kurb saw that one more celebrity 
buzzword would set the spokesperson's knees to quivering. 


Smog and McCoy watched Kurb's manipulative skills with 
admiration, from afar. 


"Tt's times like these that I realize what a fine 
Starfeet captain Jim Kurb really is", stated Smog evenly. "He 
has the touch of a born leader." 

"He's not a bleeding heart like you, that's for sure", 
barked Zones. "You encapsulated Benjaminian! You give these 
anarchists an inch and they take a light year!" 


A few yards away, the co-opted Monad spokesperson handed 
a communicator to Kurb... 
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Urban Trek 15 


Kurb's voice drifted to them over the din: "Shoddy, beam 
me down the public consultation files from the archives, speci- 
fically thosedealing with 'Crapeau'." 

"Aye, Captain", came the intoxicated slur of the lovable 
engineer. 

"T have a hunch", Kurb continued, "that a voice from our 
glorious past may save us yet from consultation contamination". 


Kurb walked over to a confused Zones to explain. "I re- 
member studying Crapeau during my days at Starfeet academy. In 
Poli-Sci 3,621-2.4A: Theories of Public Circumvention, we studied 
the Great Master Crapeau's 30 year reign of the lost island-State 
of Muntreall. Ancient folklore has it that he staved off public 
scrutiny wll into his death, through the use of co-optation, 
selective generosity, and misdirection through epic extravaganzas." 

“That's taking a nage from the old master himself", McCoy 
gushed fawningly. 

"Yes, this public consultation may yet prove to be the most 
entertaining exercise in public impotence ever staged", Kurb 
chuckled, as three Federation Pom-Pom girls materialized on the 
podium... 


' What could possibly eaeree next, loyal Urhan Trekkies? 
Will Captain Kurb's scheme to turn the Monad's plan for a public 


consultation into empty spectacle succeed? Will the Federation 
of Enforced Capitalism cut off aid to the Hoverdale sector? 

What are Monads anyway? Let's set up a parliamentary commission 
to investigate! Will Captain Fluoride save the day? Who is 
Capatatn Fluoride? Tune in next month to Urban Trek, ensconsed 


in the ever popular March issue of Urban Scrawl!!! 


“Of course there’s intelligent life out there. That’s why it’s out there.” 


HANS BLUMENFELD 


I first worked with Hans Blumenfeld in 1966, soon after his 
book, "The Modern Metropolis," had been published. Both Andy 
and I had just joined the staff of the Montreal City Planning 
department, to work on the "Horizon 2000" programme under Harry 
Lash, and Hans had been hired as a consultant. I was later to 
meet him again, when I was a consultant to the National Capital 
Commission and he was on their Planning Committee. 


Hans was not physically imposing. Short in stature, already in 
his mid-seventies when he came to Montreal, and in his eighties 
when we were at the N.C.C. together, he was reticent to a 
fault---almost diffident. Even-tempered and always smiling as 

if at some hidden joke, he never spoke unless asked, and then, 


quietly, in his fluent English or French, always tinged with 
iis soft, south German accent. That was Hans, and it would be 
easy to think that he was just another pleasant, Kindly old guy. 
Pleasant he was, but “just another," he definitely was not. 
Nor was he old, in the sense of "past it"--- he was very much 
“with it." This was the man who, forty years ago, before I was 
even in school, woke up his fellow planners at the i948 
American Society of Planning Officials conference, to the 
fact that we had entered a new era in human history. 
Whereas for thousands of years, Man had lived in cities, since 
the beginning of the century, urban areas of several millions of 
inhabitants were appearing all over the globe. It was a new, 
metropolitanizing world. And in the next four decades, he 


continued to wake us up, in all sorts of ways, almost to the 
last. 


Hans came from a wealthy family of international bankers, and 
it was naturally assumed he would join the family firm. But 
banking was not his interest. Instead, he studied 
architecture. These were the early years of the century, 
long before there were schools of planning. Thus, his grasp 
of the subject was based on his having a prodigious 
intelligence and an inquiring mind. And what a grasp! 
Leafing through his books, one sees the breadth of his 
understanding and originality, from history, metropolitan and 
regional planning, transportation, residential planning 
and housing, urban design and planning methodology. Nor 
was this all. Having worked in Germany, Russia, and the 
United States before coming to Canada, he continued 
to read the literature from these countries, and analyze 
their statistics. Who else could do this? Who had the breadth 
of experience, never mind the abiding interest. Only Hans. As 
Zisman says in the preface of his first book, "Blumenfeld is 
one of the most profound, penetrating, creative minds in 
planning of our time." 


Hans has gone, yet he remains with us in the work he has left 


us, and he also remains in the hearts of those who Knew him 
as the epitome of a cultivated, civilized man. who loved 
life, his profession--- but most of all, his fellow human 
beings. 


J.M.U. 
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Obituaries 
City planner: 
Blumenfeld = 
won Order of 
Canada in 78 


TORONTO (CP) — Architect and 
city planner Hans Blumenfeld died 
Saturday in a Toronto nursing home. 
He was 95. 

Blumenfeld, a memher of ‘the 
Order of Canada, had been living at 
the home for the past year. 

“This man was an architect and 
city planner known all over the 
world, but he was also a radical and 
a Marxist all his life,” said his neph- 
ew Tom Plaut. “He was a short, en- 
ergetic man with a twinkle in his 
eye, incredibly well read in science, 
art and antiquity.” 

Blumenfeld was best known for 
his creative genius as a city planner, 
which won him a number of honor- 
ary degrees from universities across 
North America. He first studied and 
practised architecture in his native 
Germany. 

His originality and ingenuity as a 
city planner took him to Austria and 
the United States several times be- 
fore he spent seven years in the So- 
viet Union in the 1930s, Plaut said. 

He was forced to flee to the United 
States, where he worked until 1955. 
The threat of McCarthyism and the 
tensions of the Cold War convinced 
him to move to Canada. 

Blumenfeld worked with Toron- 
to’s planning board where his work 
over the next decade and his interna- 
tional contributions to urban plan- 
ning won him the Order of Canada i in 
1978. 

At the age of 70, Blumenfeld be- 
gan teaching at the University of 
Montreal and the University of To- 
ronto. Two volumes of his collected 
papers were published, Modern Me- 
tropolis in 1967 and Metropolis and 
Beyond in 1979. 

Blumenfeld was on the board of 
directors for the Canadian Peace 
Congress and chairman of the Toron- 
to Association for Peace. He set up 
the Franz Blumenfeld Peace Fund, 
administered by the Science for 
Peace group at the University of To- 
ronto, in memory of his brother who 
was killed in the First World War. 
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Third World Cities 


Did you know that by the year 2000, 20 of the 25 largest urban 
agglomerations in the World will be in the Third World’ Indeed, Mexico 
City and Sao Paulo will contain approximatively 25 million people each 


while Tokyo and New York will have 17 and 15 million respectively because 


the population increase will not be as remarquable in industrialized cities. 

That is why it is said that there will be reciprocal learning between 
the two opposite worlds. On the one hand, there will be 50 Many people in 
Third World cities that they will need the help of educated and trained 
urban planners to solve their transportation problems for exarnple but on 
the other these planners will not be able to solve all these citizen's 
problems since they never dealt with such large aglomerations. 

The therne in planning Third World Countries is to provide effective 
and suitable construction. Organizations like Canadian International 
Development Agencies (CIDA) have successfully done some work in 
Indonesia but Third World problems will be resolve in part as its 


population becomes more educated and trained. 
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THE REAL THING? 

In March the MCM administration will make a decision 
that will affect you regardless of who you are, fEhis decision 
will be to flworidate Montreal's water supply or not, The 
chomceevto “take oa stand; ether pro.or-con,, 1s your's “bart..in 
such an important debate non-involvement will not ensure your 
health or rights. There are both medical and ethical reasons 
not to have fluoride put in our water supply. 


Hundreds of studies on fluoridation continue to be 
debated by doctors, dentists,bureaucrats,environmentalists,and 
almost anybody who drinks water. In. a nutshell, flvoeride isa 
posion but it is believed that in small amounts it can help 
protect teeth and prevent cavities. The amount most often 
quoted as a "safe level" is 1 part per million, (the same amount 
recommended for Montreal's water). A main concern of many groups 
is the amount of fluoride intake we already receive. Fluoridation 
can be found in the environment in pesticides,fertilizers, 
and industrial pollution. How can we say what a "safe level" 
is when we don't know what we are are consuming already? As 
well, do we not consume different amounts of water? What is a 


"safe level"? 


As important as the medical aspects are the ethical 
considerations. If fluoride is added to the water supply we 
all must drink, took, and bathe with it....yvyouw have no choice. 
Today we still have a choice, if you wish to take fluoride 
you can have a dentist administer treatment or buy flvoride 
tablets off the pharmacy shelf. If we administer fluoride into 
the water supply unless you plan to bring bottled water 
everywhere you cannot avoid it. 


Another ethical concern is the use of the public water 
supply to dispense medication. The old axiom "the good of the 
many outweighs the good of the few" may have shocking consequences. 
Perhaps the introduction of vitamins to the water supply is 
IMesStore-For-ts Anethe near future. Is this the use or abuse of 
the water supply? 


Unfortunately by focusing on fluoridation we ignore 
the real prevention of cavities; proper nutrition and dental 
care. Only with good diet and proper brushing habits can we 
ensure our health. Flvoridation of the water supply is not 
just a medical issue but an ethical one also, and even if you 
do not wish to get involved in the debate this decision may 
continue to effect you everyday of your life! 


Keith Jones 
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WALL TO WAL 


a place to dance and prance 


One ee 1445 BISHOP 
*FEBUARY {8 th * 8:00 pm 
al ge Grade ort 


co™ FREE 
ance ADMISSION!!! 
€ 

er 


LIFE’S LITTLE PLEASURES... 


